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EDITORIAL 


S WE go to press, two letters come 
A to us that we reprint here with 
permission of the libraries receiving 
them, because they illustrate so well the 
publishing methods we have been com- 
menting on from time to time. Such 
schemes spring up like mushrooms in the 
muck of the depression, and since this 
same depression has reduced so many li- 
brary book funds it is more than ever 
necessary that we know how to read be- 
tween the lines. Complimentary copies 
of projected works are commonly offered 


to libraries and their written acceptances 
used as endorsements to induce persons 
to contribute sums of money for the in- 
clusion of photographs and biographies 
in these volumes. The old county 
history scheme has evidently become a 
racket for it has been extended to sev- 
eral voluminous sets of national scope, 
brought out in deluxe editions. It has 
seemed wise to reproduce the letters in 
facsimile, with the names of the libra- 
rians addressed blotted out to avoid an- 
noyance to them. 
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History is che essence of innumerable biographies—Carlyle 


SALLUSTRIANA 


Biographers and Publishers 


BELLEVILLE, KANSAS 
ROBERT M. BALOWIN, PaesiDENnt 
HEBER PAGE, VICE PRES. AND GEN. MGR. March 1 9 1932 
SARA MULLIN BALOWIN, VICE PRES. ano EDITOR 
T. H. ROBERTSON, SEC. AND TREAS. 


MB University Library 
Se, 


3 
Gentlemen: 


We are engaged in the publication of a biographical history of Kansas, 
This volume is to be called Illustriana and it will include the biographies 
of about 4000 leading citizens, alphabetically arranged, together with many 
photographs and artists' portraits. It is our intention to record the 
biography of every important living man and woman in the state. 


Because of the tremendous amount of work entailed in the compilation 
of Illustriana, it will be necessary for us to charge a high price for this 
volume. We realize that this book will be of great historical value and we 
have decided to present a limited number of copies without charge to certain 
libraries. Altho arrangements have already been made for placing most of 
the books allotted for presentation, this writer is personally interested in 
seeing a copy in your library. We suggest that you write us a letter telling 
us that you would like to have a copy of this volume, 


It will be necessary for us to convince a donor that the expense of 
donating this volume is justifiable, and therefore we ask that you do not 
mention this letter in writing us. We suggest that your letter state the 
following facts; 


1. That you will appreciate receiving a copy of Illustriana, the 
biographical history of Kansas. 

2. That you feel Illustriana would be used if presented to your 
library, especially for reference work in history, politics and 
sociology. 

3, That it will be necessary for the volume to be donated to you 
for the reason that you do not have sufficient funds with which tt 
purchase it. 


Our organization is just completing its history of Nebraska about which 
you were written in December, 1930. The Nebraska histories will be ready 
for presentation to the various libraries in about 90 days, We are enclosing 
a sample page so that you will get an idea of the kind of book whioh we are 
planning for Kansas, An immediate reply will be appreciated. 


Very truly yours, 


Edi phoned 
THR: KOD:6 Secretary and Treasurer 
Illustriana, Incorporated 
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CONSTRUCTIVE PERSONALITIES 
23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Tel. SPring 7-8768 


Librarian, 
Public Library, 
a ap 


BIOGRAPHICAL COMMITTEE 
Office of the Editor 


Feb. 23rd, 1932. 


We are about to go to Press on the publication of 


"Constructive Personalities" which is to contain photographs 


and brief but complete biographies of leading men and women 


whose achievements will be an inspiration to the younger 


generation. 


As the book will be expensively printed and bound, 


we must therefore limit our edition, and would therefore 


appreciate immediate information as to whether your library 


would be interested in obtaining a copy of the book. 


It will be sent free of charge of course, but it 


is absolutely essential that we know in advance so that we 


can print accordingly. 


Yours very truly, 


Aoarnach F Hifman | 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH GENERAL 
BULLETIN 


Concerned as we are with sales resis- 
tance, your money’s worth in books, and 
the careful evaluation of our profes- 
sional tools, we have watched with inter- 
est the Bulletin Service of Consumers’ 
Research, Inc., a journal much wider in 
scope than ours, but like it in that it 
is giving careful survey of articles of- 
fered for sale, their advertising,‘ their 
claims, their price, and their value. The 
fact that the findings of the Consumers’ 
Research, Inc., and its Handbook of 
Buying were confidential to the mem- 


bers of the organization, prevented li- 
braries from making use of them. We 


were therefore glad to see the first Con- | 


sumers’ Research General Bulletin, not 
confidential. ‘This bulletin, open to the 
public, should be useful on library 
shelves. Its courageous work in weigh- 
ing the comparative values of advertised 
products supplements Dr. Wiley’s 1001 
tests, and offers us hope that further 
findings will be made available for gen- 
eral library use. Our good wishes are 
offered to this sister journal. 
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Reviews 


Dictionary of United States history, 
based upon the original work prepared 
in 1893 by J. Franklin Jameson. Re- 
vised edition edited under the super- 
vision of Albert E. McKinley. lv. 
Juniper and Cherry Sts., Philadelphia, 
Historical publishing co., 1931. $9.50. 
This compact reference work has gone 

through a number of changes of date, 

title and auspices since its first appear- 
ance as the Dictionary of United States 
history, 1492-1894, by J. Franklin 

Jameson, Boston, Puritan publishing co. 

c1894. Its revisions were copyrighted 


half a dozen times from 1896 to 1904, 
inclusive, and its title variations include 
Encyclopedic dictionary of American ref- 
erence and Encyclopedic dictionary of 
American history. There have been no 


revisions between 1904 and the present 
drastic one of 1931. 

As contrasted with the earlier edi- 
tions, the publishers announce the omis- 
sion of a small number of subjects, con- 
densation or amplification of much that 
has been retained, prescribed by present 
need, and the addition of material cover- 
ing nearly thirty years. According to 
the advertising circular, the original edi- 
tor favored the project of bringing the 
book up to date, although he was not 
at liberty to do it himself. The pres- 
ent editor, Dr. Albert E. McKinley, is 
professor of history at the University 
of Pennsylvania, and editor of Histor- 
ical Outlook. Only one other editor is 
named, Walter L. Seegers, A. M., 
though the publisher’s foreword refers 
to an “editorial board” without naming 


the members. Dr. Jameson’s name ap- 
pears first upon the title-page, and is the 
only editor’s name on the binder’s title. 
The scope of the volume is United States 
history in its broadest sense, including 
besides the expected political history, 
much history of a social, religious and 
economic nature, and many brief biogra- 
phies, some of living persons. 

The three sections represent three 
familiar types of arrangement of refer- 
ence material: Dictionary of United 
States history, the main part of the book 
—alphabetical; A chronology of United 
States history, from 1861 to 1931— 
chronological ; Analytical section—broad 
topical. Between the dictionary and 
chronology sections are ten single-page 
maps, eight of them in color, showing 
territorial development. In the diction- 
ary proper, articles vary in length from 
three or four lines to about three pages, 
as in the case of the World War. 

The analytical section is suggestive 
of the World almanac, containing the 
text of a few documents, tables of govern- 
ment officials and expenditures, statistics 
as to population, religion, education— 
in short, “our people and their major ac- 
tivities’ in many fields, including to a 
limited extent arts and letters. This 
tabulated material is well explained by 
foot-notes which also give authority for 
the figures, e. g., Bureau of pensions, 
Office of education. The index covers 
adequately the “5000 subjects” of the 
section, and is an indispensable part of 
it. In it appear the names of many per- 
sons who figure in the lists and tables, 
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but are not of enough importance to have 
separate biographical articles. 

As to the date of material included, 
the chronology extends to June 23, 1931. 
In the analytical section, the 1930 census 
figures are used for population, and the 
latest available figures for other statistics. 
Those quoted in the dictionary seem not 
to have been brought up to date con- 
sistently, as for instance in the article on 
Henry Ford, a 1923 figure is given for 
his automobile production. 

“Established library practice has been 
applied carefully to the dictionary ar- 
rangement,” where the convenient word- 
by-word alphabeting is followed rather 
than letter-by-letter. References at the 
ends of articles are phrased See rather 
than See also, but this is a small tech- 
nicality, and there is no chance of mis- 
understanding. ‘There are frequent ref- 
erences within the articles, indicated by 
q. Vv. 

The format leaves much to be desired. 
The letter-press of the double-column 
page is good, but the binding is inade- 
quate for so heavy a book. The end 
signatures tend to loosen easily, and the 
fabrikoid used for the cover is likely to 
crack at the joints. The publishers have 
done well to leave out the portraits which 
appeared in previous editions, but even 
with this omission the price seems high. 

It is inevitable that a book attempt- 
ing to cover such a wide field should 
show certain gaps, and the discovery of 
them depends very much upon the in- 
terests of the critic. Certain inconsist- 
encies of inclusion, however, may be 
pointed out. Of the state universities 
included in the dictionary section, 
California, Illinois, Ohio and Wiscon- 


sin have been dropped from earlier edi- 
tions, while the University of Michigan, 
Ann Harbor [sic], shows no new de- 
velopments since 1875. Of the women’s 
colleges, Wellesley and Smith appear, 
but Mt. Holyoke and Bryn Mawr have 
been deleted, and Vassar appears only in 
the article on Matthew Vassar. From 
American diplomats of the twentieth 
century one misses Henry White. A 
searcher for Bert Acosta is referred to 
Byrd, Richard E., but fails to find Acosta 
mentioned in the article. There is no 
cross-reference from either Mark or 
Twain to the article on Clemens. Sim- 
ilarly, Lord Shelburne is treated under 
S, with no reference from Lansdowne or 
Petty. There is also inconsistency in 
the fullness of names. Three consecu- 
tive members of the Lee family, for 
example, are entered under Lee, Robert 
Edward; Lee, Stephen D.; and Lee, W. 
H. F. 

The chief use of this book is for 
identifications, and for such tabulations 
as may be found in the analytical sec- 
tion. It is true that a good American 

~ encyclopedia will cover the majority of 
its topics more completely, and in many 
cases with more recent information; also 
that statistics and tabulations are at hand 
in the almanacs and yearbooks which will 
be freshly revised as the analytical sec- 
tion grows out of date. But every 
worker knows the value of the single- 
volume tool for “ready reference,” and 
the work should be useful if only for 
that purpose. While it lacks the dig- 
nity of Low and Pulling’s Dictionary of 
English history, with its signed articles 
and bibliographies, it covers a vastly 
larger number of subjects and persons, 
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and is the only book of its kind available 

for United States history. 

Recommended for popular use in li- 
braries. 

Encyclopedic dictionary of Ameri- 
can history. 

See review of Dictionary of United 
States history in this issue. 
Encyclopedic dictionary of Ameri- 

can reference. 

See Dictionary of United States his- 
tory reviewed in this issue. 

Home and school methods. 

See review of Progressive reference 
library in this issue. 

International reference work 
See review of Progressive reference 

library in this issue. 

Library of knowledge; ed. by Paul I. 
Neergard. 4v. with fifth volume for 
current supplements. (Including 
Personal Service Bureau privilege and 
looseleaf extension service for 10 
years). Kansas City, Missouri, 
Teachers’ supply co., 1929, c1919, 
1929. $39.50. 

This cyclopedia is so far behind the 
times as to be scarcely worth reviewing. 
Few of the articles are brought thor- 
oughly up to date, and many of these 
present a patch-work appearance. 

The binding is a substantial green 
fabrikoid, but the sewing is not strong. 
The volumes are printed in three col- 
umns and illustrated principally with 
old line engravings. Much of the type is 
well worn and poorly set. The articles 
are typical of the mid-Victorian cy- 
clopedia—very formal and largely con- 
cerned with information seldom or never 
called for in this day. There is an 
illustrated section of one hundred twenty- 





two pages of stories and poems for chil- 
dren, and at the end, forty pages of 
half-page Hammond maps and a list 
of the towns and cities of the United 
States with 1920 population figures. 

The following three consecutive arti- 
cles show fairly well the character of 
the work: 

“Tragedy, a dramatic poem, represent- 
ing an important event or series of events 
in the life of some person or persons, in 
which the diction is elevated and the 
catastrophe melancholy. ‘Tragedy origi- 
nated among the Greeks in the worship 
of the god Dionysus or Bacchus. 

“Tragopan, a name of certain beauti- 
ful birds of the genus Ceriornis, and of 
the family Phasianidae, closely allied to 
the common fowl. The most common 
species is a native of the Himalayas. 
The plumage is spotted, and two fleshy 
protuberances hang from behind the eyes. 
When the bird is excited it can erect 
these protuberances until they look like 
a pair of horns. A large wattle hangs 
at either side of the lower mandible. 

“Train, George Francis, American 
author, was born in Boston, Mass., in 
1829. His publications include: An 
American Merchant in Europe, Asia 
and Australia; Young America Abroad, 
Irish Independency, and Championship 
of Women. He also published an auto- 
biography entitled My Life in Many 
States and in Foreign Lands. He died in 
1904.” 

It is not easy to say the set is value- 
less, for it does contain information; but 
it cannot be considered as a competitor 
with the best modern reference works, 
or with such works as the Everyman. en- 
cyclopedia (Subscription Books Bulletin 
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2:41) or with Funk and Wagnalls’ 

New standard encyclopedia (Subscrip- 

tion Books Bulletin 3:14, 25), given 

away as a premium. 

Not recommended. 

Little journeys, by Elbert Hubbard. 
East Aurora, New York, Roycroft 
Shops. 

These little magazines, reminiscent of 
the enthusiasms of the gay nineties, have 
been bound in various fashions, and often 
find a ready sale, judging by the fre- 
quency with which they appear as li- 
brary gifts. They are now being bound 
in large handsome volumes and offered 
with a scheme for club membership such 
as we have commented upon before. The 
present plan offers membership in the 
Roycroft Junto, an organization to which 
young women seeking self-education, in- 
trigued by the offer of sorority member- 
ship, are invited to belong. The leaders 
are chosen by the central organization 
in East Aurora, and ready-made pro- 
grams are prepared for the use of the 
groups. The programs are built around 
study of the biographies that appeared in 
Little journeys some twenty years ago. 
These are too well known to need com- 
ment. One hundred dollars for club 
membership is exorbitantly high; one 
hundred dollars looked upon as the price 
of these books is unbelievable. 

Not recommended. 

Little masterpiece library. 

See University library in this issue. 
Little masterpiece series. 

See University library in this issue. 
Narrative history of the people of 

Iowa, with special treatment of their 

chief enterprises in education, religion, 

valor, industry, business, etc., by Ed- 


gar Rubey Harlan. 5v. 180 North 

Wacker Drive, Chicago, American 

Historical Society, inc., c1931. Illus., 

ports., $37.50, $50, 50% discount to 

libraries. 

This publication is compiled in the 
familiar style of many local histories. 
There are two volumes of history and 
three volumes of biographies, the latter 
showing no logical arrangement, no criti- 
cal selection and no editing. While we 
may decry the inflated size and price, 
the padded and uncritical writing of his- 
tory, the inclusion of biographies of un- 
distinguished people, and sales made by 
appeal to the vanity of families mentioned 
in the work, we realize this results in 
a fullness of treatment that has its use- 
fulness in the communities for which it 
was intended. 

The same firm has also for sale his- 
tories of Indiana, Nebraska, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota, Montana, Mis- 
souri, Illinois, etc. Several of these will 
be reviewed in a issue of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin. They bear the imprint 
of the Lewis publishing company, a firm 
having the same address as the American 
Historical Society. The latter firm 
should not be confused, because of the 
similarity of names, with the learned 
body called American Historical Asso- 
ciation. — 

In the Subscription Books Bulletin of 
July, 1931, we reviewed at length Cali- 
fornia and the Californians, not unlike 
this in treatment and manufacture. Li- 
braries interested in building up local 
collections usually find it necessary to in- 
clude everything upon their community. 
These libraries would find such compila- 
tions useful because of their inclusive- 
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ness; otherwise, they are mot recom- 
mended, and librarians should remember 
that they can often be purchased second- 
hand at much less than the original cost. 
Negro in our history, by Carter God- 
win Woodson, lv. 5th ed. rev. and 
enl. 1538 Ninth St. N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C., Associated publishers, 

1928. $3.25; de luxe ed. $4.25. 

This is a work of general information 
about the negro, of special value to.senior 
high school and college students, but 
of interest also to anyone seeking ma- 
terial on negro life and history. The 
author, a trained historian, is executive 
director of the Association for the 


Study of Negro Life and History and 
editor of the Journal of Negro History. 

The first edition of this work was 
issued in 1922. Since then it has been 
repeatedly revised and enlarged, the edi- 
tions being made in response to students’ 


interests and needs. The central theme 
of the treatment is the influence of the 
negro in American history and the effect 
on the negro of his contact with the 
white race. - Naturally the viewpoint is 
that of the negro, with emphasis on his 
achievements and his intellectual equality 
with other races. 

The principal subjects discussed are: 
the African background, development of 
slavery in America and the tropics, early 
efforts toward emancipation, economic 
aspects of slavery, colonization, growth 
of the abolition movement, the negro in 
the Civil War, reconstruction, first dif- 
ficulties of freedom, achievements of the 
race in freedom, the negro and the World 
War, the struggle of the negro for social 
justice, a summary of outstanding ef- 
forts for the betterment of the race, and 


a final chapter, new in this edition, on 
negro art. 

The inclusion of so much material in 
a single volume necessitates great conden- 
sation and results in many instances in 
almost too scanty information. This 
seems particularly true in the case of 
individual negro writers, musicians and 
artists. ‘The author does not write with 
ease and in many places his style is 
cramped and a bit slovenly. 

A forty page appendix made up of ex- 
tracts from the speeches and writing of 
such persons as John Quincy Adams, 
Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, John C. 
Calhoun and others follows the main 
text. Though pertinent in subject mat- 
ter these selections have been arbitrarily 
chosen and the reasons for their inclusion 
are not indicated. 

There is no separate bibliography. 
Frequent footnotes refer to a great vari- 
ety of material useful for further study 
and investigation. ‘These references lack 
bibliographical completeness, omitting 
such important information as publishers 
and dates. Frequent reference is made 
to articles in the Journal of Negro His- 
tory but the authors are not indicated. 
A carefully prepared bibliography in a 
separate section of the volume would 
add materially to its value. 

There is an index at the end of the 
volume. Though more complete than 
that in the Negro yearbook, it too leaves 
much to be desired. It has apparently not 
been revised for the present edition, for 
the material in the last chapter, all of it 
of great interest, is not indexed and there 
are a number of serious mistakes in page 
references. The need of a thorough and 
complete index is especially important in 
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such a work as this, which contains so 

much information unobtainable  else- 

where. 

In spite of certain obvious shortcom- 
ings this work is an invaluable mine of 
information to students of negro prob- 
lems. Most of the errors indicated can 
be corrected in later editions. 

Recommended. 

New standard encyclopedia of uni- 
versal knowledge; ed. by Frank H. 
Vizetelly. 25v. 354 Fourth Ave., 
New York, Funk and Wagnalls co. 
Since this publication is not for sale 

but is only offered as a premium with the 

Literary Digest, we had thought our brief 

note in the Subscription Books Bulletin, 

January, 1932, gave sufficient informa- 

tion about it. However, we continue to 

receive many inquiries, and are glad to 
add further comment. 

We have had reports from several own- 
ers who are very pleased with the set. On 
examination we find the volumes neat, 
compact, well printed in small but clear 
type, and attractively bound in red cloth. 
The articles are unsigned and popular, 
informative rather than critical, concise 
and clear. The emphasis is on American 
topics. Many of the articles are con- 
densed from those in the New interna- 
tional encyclopedia. Some of the shorter 
articles are taken verbatim from the New 
international. A comparison of the al- 
phabet from “Whig” to “White Chapel” 
reveals sixty-one entries in the New 
standard as against seventy-eight entries 
in the New international. 

The census and other statistics have 
been brought up to date, and we found 
an inclusion of important new subjects, 
notably biographies of living people not 


included in the New international; also 

such subjects as automobiles and arche- 

ology have been rewritten. Many defi- 
nitions of words are included, sometimes 
with the derivations. Modern popular 
terms such as “pick up” (term used in 
radio) may be found. There are a few 
up-to-date bibliographies; the illustra- 
tions are slight and negligible, but there 
are useful tables and diagrams. It is 
alphabetized, as is the New international, 
letter by letter rather than word by word, 
and there are numerous cross references. 

The neat appearance of the volumes 
and their small size makes this very de- 
sirable for a home and desk encyclopedia. 

Libraries with small book funds will find 

it useful as a supplementary reference 

work. Recommended. 

New teachers’ and pupils’ cyclopedia. 
See review of Progressive reference li- 

brary in this issue. 

New wonder world, a library of knowl- 
edge; editor-in-chief J. Ralph Mc- 
Gaughy. 1llv. 203 N. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, George L. Shuman & co., 
c1932. illus. Buckram, $64.50; rain- 
bow (fabrikoid) $76.50; royal sax- 
ony (fabrikoid) $86.50. School and 
library discount 10% if paid in 90 
days, 5% if paid in 12 months. 
Contents: V. 1, The world and its 

peoples; v. 2, Invention and industry; 

v. 3, The nature book; v. 4, Explora- 

tion, ‘adventure and achievement; v. 5, 

Story and art; v. 6, Sports, pastimes and 

handicraft; v. 7, The history book; v. 8, 

The literature book; v. 9, The child in 

the home; v. 10, The wonder of life; 

v. 11, Home and school guide; and 

index. 

This is a revision of Our wonder world 
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mentioned in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, October, 1930. Some of the re- 
vision consists in regrouping and com- 
bining articles; for example, volumes six 
and seven of the old set have become, 
because of omissions, etc., volume six 
of the new; the present volume five con- 
tains a section on creation myths moved 
from the former volume one and a bio- 
graphical section moved from the former 
volume nine. The type has been reset, 
text and pictures have been changed, and 
paragraph and page sequence have been 
rearranged. Much new material has 
been added and the set greatly improved. 

As the list of volumes indicates, the 
material is arranged in large units of 
related and sequential reading matter 
instead of following the more usual al- 
phabetical plan. No attempt has been 
made to cover every conceivable subject. 
The aim has been to select those sub- 
jects most directly applicable to the 
needs of children from pre-school through 
high school age. By limiting the scope of 
the work, fuller treatment has been given 
to subjects included (see Crusades), 
without the sacrifice of important in- 
formation. A nice balance has been pre- 
served, on the whole, between essentials 
and non-essentials; and space is well ap- 
portioned as to the significance to school 
children of the respective fields of the 
social and natural sciences. Stories, un- 
der the guise of Story and art, Literature, 
and The child and the home, occupy per- 
haps more than their share of space in 
such a work if it is to be used for ref- 
erence. 

Most of the articles are fresh and in- 
teresting, direct in presentation and free 
from condescension or fine writing. They 





are not as a rule signed, except in the 
Guide volume. ‘The stories are not re- 
written, but are given complete when 
they are folk-tales, etc., or are selected 
chapters when taken from whole books. 
The standard of selection is high, in- 
cluding some of the best recent literature 
for children, as well as parts of standard 
and classic authors of the past. It is 
doubtful whether it was necessary to re- 
write for little children some Bible stories 
which were already included from the 
King James version. ‘This refers par- 
ticularly to the Christmas story. 

The articles on “Children’s reading,” 
by Bertha Mahoney, and “Adventuring 
among books,” by Alice Jordan, in the 
eleventh volume, will be helpful to par- 
ents and teachers. In fact, the eleventh 
volume really vitalizes the whole set for 
school use, by organizing the contents 
in form for use in schools where the unit 
plan of instruction is used, or as an aid 
to any teaching program. 

The science material, including ap- 
plied science in volume two, is the most 
valuable in the compilation. The pic- 
tures entice one to read, but the text in 
the Nature book is very sketchy and 
serves best to create an interest which 
must be satisfied by further study and 
actual observation. Such items as “Hear- 
ing the grass grow” could easily be 
omitted, and it is impossible to find a 
statement as to the difference between an 
alligator and a crocodile, although some 
interesting facts about each are included. 

About fifty pages in volume eight are 
devoted to “Lives worth knowing,” 
chosen from books available in most li- 
braries. Many other biographical 
sketches are scattered through the other 
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volumes, and there is a useful twenty 
page fact-index of biography. 

Illustrations, including many new color 
plates, are numerous, and the historical 
and scientific ones are particularly good. 
They consist largely of photographs, but 
some picture-book illustrations are re- 
produced—reduced, of course—in black 
and white. In informational articles, 
illustrations are used to explain or am- 
plify the text, rather than as a substitute 
for it. It is unfortunate that the original 
illustrations were not always used with 
the printing of extracts from such books 
as Hugh Lofting’s, where the illustra- 
tions are as definitely a part of the story 
of Dr. Dolittle as the text. The illustra- 
tions for Hitty completely fail to inter- 
pret that doll of parts. Pages of poetry 
are fussy in effect because of too many 
pictures and decorations. 

The table of contents in each volume 
is very full and should serve to locate 
general topics, but for specific and par- 
ticular questions it will be necessary to 
use the general index. This is detailed 
and has plenty of cross-references, but 
is not always accurate; for instance, 
under Stamp collecting there is a See also 
reference from Stamp collecting to Post- 
age stamps which gives the same page ref- 
erence. There is also a_ biographical 
index, which briefly identifies the subject, 
and gives volume and page reference. 

As to format, the paper is good, soft 
ivory in tone, and adapted to picture re- 
production; the binding is strong and 
durable, that of the buckram edition no 
less so than the fabrikoid. 

If the set is judged as a whole and 
from the standpoint of stimulating inter- 
est in nature, art, science, history and 


literature, it is intrinsically good. Most 
public libraries and many schools dupli- 
cate freely the sources used and so find 
the purchase of compilations, however 
good, an expensive way of giving stories 
to children. Most children’s librarians 
question the value of publishing extracts 
or chapters from books for children; 
and their experience does not warrant the 
conclusion that this practice leads the 
children to the reading of the complete 
book from which the extract is taken. 
The set must not be compared with an 
encyclopedia or a book of ready refer- 
ence. It is distinctly an enticing brows- 
ing set. We recommend it for homes 
and schools already having a good ency- 
clopedia and plenty of books to supple- 
ment it. 

Our wonder world. 

The new edition of this work is re- 
viewed in this issue under New wonder 
world. 

Pocket university. 

See University library in this issue. 
Practical American encyclopedia. 

See review of Progressive reference 
library in this issue. 

Practical home and school methods. 
See review of Progressive reference 

library in this issue. 

Progressive reference library; a li- 
brary of history, geography, biography, 
biology, literature, economics, civics, 
arts, sciences, discoveries, explora- 
tions, inventions, commerce, etc., cy- 
clopedia of general and recent informa- 
tion. Editor in chief, Bernhart P. 
Holst. 10v. with binder for a loose- 
leaf revision service. Boone, Iowa, 
Holst publishing co., 1932, 1909, 
1928. $39.50. 
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The title page lists Bernhart P. Holst 
as editor of Practical American ency- 
clopedia, New teachers’ and pupils’ cy- 
clopedia, International reference work, 
and Home and school methods. After 
consulting the list of copyright entries, 
Library of Congress cards, and the Pa- 
cific Northwest Library Association Bul- 
letin, we come to the conclusion that the 
present work in its various editions has 
been sold as the International reference 
work, New teachers’ and pupils’ cy- 
clopaedia, Practical home and school 
methods, and Teachers’ and pupils’ 
cyclopaedia. The Pacific Northwest 
Library Association commented upon 
most of these unfavorably. The eastern 
distributors of the present edition, called 
the Progressive reference library, have 
operated under the names Mount Hol- 
yoke Research Society, 81 Suffolk Street, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts, and American 
Academic Research Society, 81 Suffolk 
Street, Holyoke, Massachusetts. 

We have condemned frequently the 
“give-away” method of selling subscrip- 
tion books, and advise our readers not to 
accept gifts of subscription sets from pub- 
lishers, because they seldom turn out to 
be gifts or to be worth shelf space. We 
quote the following letter to illustrate 
the method. It was sent out on the 
letterhead of the American Academic Re- 
search Society— 

“Dear Friend: 

We are placing in each Congressional 
District a limited number of compli- 
mentary sets of a recently printed EN- 
CYCLOPEDIA. 

This set is beautifully illustrated with 
color plates, new maps, etc. It also has 
a Loose-Leaf Extension and Research 





Department, same of which is maintained 
at a very small cost to recipient. 

For sales purposes we are authorized 
to present you the latest edition with 
our compliments. Your name to be used 
as a local owner. 

To confirm correctness of address, 
please initial and return enclosed card 
at once, so that final arrangements can 
be made to send this set to you. 

Thanking you in advance for treating 
this subject as personal and confidential, 
we are, 

Respectfully yours, 
American Academic 
Research Society 
B. Bruce Bessimer 
(Signed ) 
Publicity Director 

Comment on this letter can best be 
expressed by a quotation from the de- 
cision of Judge Sparks of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals as 
printed in our last issue. He says of a 
similar letter from another firm: “The 
letter asks the receiver of it to treat 
it as personal and confidential. This 
Was quite an unnecessary statement if 
petitioner was in good faith, for it no 
doubt would have permitted any person 
to sign the contract.” 

We have also seen a copy of their con- 
tract form, at the top of which are the 
words, “Member of the American Li- 
brary Association.” In the body of the 
contract are the words, “Progressive Ref- 
erence Library (10 Volumes Interlaken) 
—comp.” We can only infer from this 
contract that this firm is using its mem- 
bership in the American Library Associ- 
ation to further a type of selling which 
has been condemned by this Committee 
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and by the Federal Trade Commission. 
The secretary of the A. L. A. has pro- 
tested against this use of membership 
for such advertising purposes, and in 
response to his protest the American 
Academic Research Society withdrew its 
membership from the A. L. A. 

The set is fairly well bound and at- 
tractive looking. There are eight vol- 
umes of cyclopedia text with two columns 
of type to the page. At the end of vol- 
ume eight are thirty-two pages of classi- 
fied questions and a “general cross index” 
of one hundred and forty three pages. 
There are two volumes of practical home 
and school methods, with sections on 
Orthography and orthoepy; Language 
and grammar; Agriculture; Literature, 
etc. The 1930 supplement, the only one 
examined, is well edited and contains 
one hundred and fifty two pages. 

The best idea of the inadequacy of 
the work can be conveyed by quoting: 

“Baireuth (sic) In it, (the Festival 
theatre), are performed classical plays 
and musical selections from Wagner. 

“Beethoven. All his music excels in 
beauty and simplicity so perfect that 
in it is shown a mind bent on thoughts 
of eternal things and a heart full of 
love and sympathy. 

“French literature. The literature of 
France is both extensive and valuable, 
embracing many products of a large num- 
ber of eminent writers. 

“Automobile. The first automobiles 
were made as early as 1860, but a high 
state of perfection was not reached un- 
til 1898. 

“George Eliot. Her productions in 
poetry are quite equal to her prose. 

“American literature. The recent 


women verse writers embrace Alice and 
Phoebe Cary, Helen H. Jackson and 
Lucy Larcom. Henry James, W. D. 
Howells, Geo. W. Cable, Thos. W. 
Higginson, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Ed- 
ward P. Roe and Henry James Howells 
(sic) are among the recent novelists. 
(The only living persons recognized are 
M. R. Rinehart and Edgar A. Guest.) 

“Food. Too much food causes 
plethora, while depriving the body of one 
kind of food for a considerable time 
causes it to suffer. 

“Evolution. Among recent writers on 
Evolution are Henry F. Osborne, Hux- 
ley, Haeckel, Darwin and Spencer. 

“Bile. Serves to aid . . . in disin- 
fecting (sic) the contents of the large 
intestine. Gall stones result from solidi- 
fication of the bile. 

“Birds. The lightness of birds en- 
ables them to fly, swim and move rapidly 
on land.” 

Brahms is not mentioned among the 
great composers of Germany. Under 
Atomic theory, Dalton is the most recent 
scientist mentioned. The illustration of 
the sanderling shows a hind toe, while 
the main feature distinguishing the sand- 
erling from the other shore birds is 
the lack of a hind toe. Boston, now 
ninth in population, is listed as sixth. 

Turning to the Study outlines, we 
find the material on the Robin beginning 
thus: 

I. Species 
1. American—Thrush 
2. European—Warbler 
A. Native home—Europe 
B. Origin of name—Red breast 
of male 


C. Kinds 
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1. Robin redbreast 
2. Golden robin 

The golden robin is the Baltimore 
oriole, which is not a relative of the 
robin. Its illustration, which bears no 
resemblance to the bird, shows it as be- 
ing larger than the robin, whereas it is 
much smaller. The shape of the robin is 
given as plump. Out of four character- 
istics listed, two are not true, i. e. that 
they “travel in pairs rather than in 
flocks” and that “they return to same 
nests as previous season.” ‘These out- 
lines are largely illogical in form and con- 
tain much misinformation. 

While there are many articles in this 
work quite as well done as those in many 
older encyclopedias, the set is not up- 
to-date, contains a great deal of un- 
important material and very many serious 
errors. Most of the maps are inadequate. 

Not recommended. 

Teachers’ and pupils’ cyclopaedia. 
See review of Progressive reference 

library in this issue. 

University library; editor-in-chief, 
John Huston Finley, executive editor, 
Nella Braddy. 25v. Published ex- 
clusively for the University Guild, 
Atlanta, Georgia by Doubleday, 
Doran and co. inc., Garden City, 
N. Y. 1930. 

The set comprises 25 volumes contain- 
ing collections of prose and poetry from 
writers of all periods and representing 
many countries, and a program volume 
giving the University Guild’s outlines 
for study and chapter assignments. 

The collection had its genesis in the 
Little masterpiece series compiled by 
Bliss Perry, Henry Van Dyke, Hardin 
Craig, T. L. Masson, Asa Don Dickin- 








son, Hamilton W. Mabie, George Lles, 
Lyman Abbott and others. 

The genealogy of the set traced back 
through the U. 8S. catalog is as follows: 
University library, ed. and introd. by 
John Finley, comp. by Nella Braddy. 
25v. $44.50. Doubleday, Doran, 1926. 
“About a third of the material was origi- 
nally published in the volumes of the 
Pocket university.” (U. 8. catalog 1928- 
29) Pocket university. 23v. $24.50. 
Doubleday. “Formerly published as 
Little masterpiece series.” (U. 8S. cat- 
alog 1921-24) Little masterpiece li- 
brary; ed. by Bliss Perry. 44v. $20.50. 
Doubleday. (U.S. catalog 1912). 

The University library has added two 
thirds new material to these earlier col- 
lections, changed the and 
broadened the scope of the work, ac- 
cording to the publishers’ note. There is 
no indication of the part John Huston 
Finley and Nella Braddy have taken in 
this latest publication. 

The present collection is now used by 
the University Guild as a study course 
for the Pi Omicron Sorority, the object: 

“First, to bring to its members the 
advantages and pleasures of the college 
classroom, thus enabling each to attain 
a greater share in the beauties and bene- 
fits of a cultural and liberal education. 

“Second, to furnish its members a so- 
cial and cultural contact based on the 
spirit of friendship and purposive co- 
operation—a broad basis on which alone 
the attainment of one’s ideals becomes 
practical.” (Pamphlet addressed to 
members of Pi Omicron Sorority.) 

The University library and member- 
ship in Pi Omicron Sorority now sell for 
$96. Chapters are organized in com- 


sequence, 
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munities with charter members ; associate 
members may join later by paying an 
additional fee of $9. Subscribers in com- 
munities which cannot maintain a chapter 
are enrolled as extension members and 
carry on the course by correspondence 
under the direction of a “group of edu- 
cators employed by the University 
Guild.” “A program leader, whose fit- 
ness for this position has been ascertained 
by the national officers of the University 
Guild, is appointed by them, and the fee 
for services rendered to the local chapter 

. is paid by the University Guild.” 
(Program vol., p. 2.) We know of some 
able persons who are serving as leaders. 

The program volume outlines a study 
course covering three years, with meet- 
ings twice a month, from September to 
June. Specific directions are given for 
all meetings, except an occasional one 
which is open for local or other sub- 
jects. Leaders are expected to follow 
these outlines closely. 

The program volume contains blank 
pages for personal notes, the constitution 
and by-laws of Pi Omicron Sorority, sug- 
gestions for parliamentary usage, and 
tutorial notes, which precede the outlines 
for each month. They are not limited 
to the program subjects, but cover the 
entire volume assigned for that month, 
and range from a definition of linnet or 
the derivation of chiropodist to a para- 
graph on Hauptmann’s Sunken bell, with 
no obvious connection. ‘There are no 
references to the selections in the vol- 
umes to which these notes apply. 

Volume twenty-five contains a list of 
authors included in the set with very 
brief biographical information, some 
critical comment, and the titles of the 





works represented. It also contains a 
title and first line index. 

Each program is based largely on the 
selections in one volume. Material in 
other volumes is sometimes included as 
well as suggestions for outside readings. 
The program directions are for the 
speakers, but each member is advised to 
read between meetings at the rate of one 
volume a month. References for infor- 
mation in addition to that given in the 
set are usually too vague to be of value; 
i.e. “any geography,” “any history of 
Great Britain,” “any encyclopedia.” 
Exact titles are occasionally suggested, 
as Maurois, Byron or “See Jonathan 
Swift especially 4 modest proposal, 
which you can borrow from almost any 
high school student.” (Sic) (Program 
vol., p. 78). 

The programs are an hour and a half 
in length. They usually consist of three 
topics on the subject assigned, a review 
of a current book, and a discussion of 
The time allotted to 
topics is five to twenty minutes. 

There is no sequential development of 
the programs. A similar lack of coher- 
ence is apparent within many individual 
programs; some have a superficial unity 
of subject. The following program 
(Program vol., p.81-2) is typical: Three 
Books and Their Authors: 

Daniel Defoe and Robinson Crusoe— 
20 minutes; Mary Godwin Shelley and 
Frankenstein—20 minutes; R. D. Black- 
more and Lorna Doone—20 minutes; 
Review of a current book—15 minutes; 
Discussion of current events—15 min- 
utes. 

Even when we find an attempt at pro- 
gram unity the subject is so extensive 


current events. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





32 SuBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





as to permit only a most superficial 
treatment. The following is suggested 
for the study of Nathaniel Hawthorne 
(Program vol., p.122-23): “Nathaniel 
Hawthorne—New Englander. 

Remember that you have not merely 
a story to tell—the story of Hawthorne’s 
life—but a thesis to prove as well, which 
is that Hawthorne in many ways was 
typical of the country in which he lived. 
..+ Tell what you can about his Blithe- 
dale Romance. ‘This novel, more than 
any of his others, is intimately bound up 
with his own life. You might even go so 
far as to read it.(!) Consult encyclope- 
dias and histories of American litera- 
ture. See Autobiography, vol. X., p. 36. 

The Scarlet Letter—A Review—15 
minutes; The House of Seven Gables— 
a Review—15 minutes; the Marble 
Faun—A Review—15 minutes; Review 
of a Current Book—15 minutes; Dis- 
cussion of Current Events—15 minutes.” 

The programs cited are sufficient to 
indicate the scantiness and superficiality 
of the “study course.” 

The physical format of the book is 
fair. ‘The volumes, duodecimo in size, 
are bound in dark brown imitation 
leather stamped in gilt with the name of 
the University Guild. The paper is poor, 
the print average. The general effect of 
the volumes is less satisfactory than 
other reprint material in popular copy- 
right form. Twenty dollars is a conserv- 
ative estimate of the actual monetary 
value of the set. 

As a collection of literary excerpts 
the set is no worse than the average of 
this type of anthology, for the selec- 
tions are, on the whole, of literary merit. 
Because of its scrappiness and lack of 


continuity its worth as text material for 
a course of study is practically nil. The 
programs are entirely inadequate. A skil- 
ful leader might make some of the ma- 
terial effective, but this would be due to 
his ability to depart from the plan out- 
lined, a privilege not accorded him. 

The cost of the service is out of all 
proportion. The fact that so many per- 
sons, about 30,000, according to one re- 
port, are willing to pay nearly $100 a- 
piece for it is merely another striking 
indication of the widespread desire for 
educational development. ‘This desire 
should be met in large communities by 
the public library where a capable li- 
brarian could outline a consecutive and 
more thorough course of study, which 
could be carried through with much 
greater gain and no cost to the individual 
student. Even group leadership is pro- 
vided by some libraries. In smaller 
communities and those lacking such li- 
brary facilities programs similar to the 
ones put out by the University of North 
Carolina at a nominal cost would prove 
far more beneficial to persons seeking 
self-improvement. Not recommended. 





Aram is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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